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OT ABTOPA

Ha BOHHC, B IlblAH IIOXO4HOH,
B AeTHHH 3HOH H B X0A04a 
Ayniue HeT npocroH, npHpo^Hoii — 
H3 KOAOAqa, H3 npy^a,
H3 Tpy6bl B040Iip0B04H0H,
H3 KonbiTHoro CAe4a,
H3 peKH, KaKOH yro4HO,
H3 pyHbB, H3-II040 Ab4a,---
Ay nine HeT B04bi ���� � ��� �
Anuib B04a 6biAa 6 — 804a.

Ha BOHHe, b 6tiTy cypoBOM,
B Tpy4HOft JKH3HH 6oeBOH,
Ha CHery, no4 xboAhum KpoBOM, 
Ha CTOHHKe noAeBOH,—
Aynuie HeT npocrofi, 34odoboh, 
,4 o6poH nnmH <£pohtoboh.

Ba>KHO toabko, h to6h  noBap 
Ewa 6w noBap — napeHb cBoii; 
H to6h  hhcahach He4apoM,
Hto6 no4nac He cnaA Honeii,— 
Amiib 6biAa 6 oHa c HaBapoM
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4 a  6biAa 6 h  c nbiAy, c » a p y —  
FIoAo6peH, noropaneH;
� 	� �� ����� �  Aio6yio 4paKy,
CHAy MyscTByn b iiAenax, 
Bo^pocTb HyBCTByn.
0 4 HaKO
4eAO TyT He 	����� � �  max.

JKHTb 6e3 nHlIfH MOJKHO CyTKH, 
Mo%ho 6oAbnie, ho nopofi 
Ha BOHHe 0 4 H 0 H  MHHyTKH 
He npo)KHTb 6e3 npH6ayTKH, 
IIIyTKH caMoii HeMy4 pofi.

He n p o a c H T b ,  n a n  6e3 M a x o p K H ,  
O r 6om6okkh 4 0  4 p y r o f i  
Be3 x o p o m e i i  n o r o B o p K H  
Hah npHCKa3KH KanoH,—

Be3 Te6«, BacHAHH TepKHH,
Baca TepKHH — ���  repofi,
A Bcero HHoro nyme
He npojKHTb HaBepHHKa—
Be3 Hero? Be3 npaB4 w cymeii, 
IlpaBAbi, np«MO b 4ymy 6bK>meii, 
4 a  6b iA a  6 O H a noryme,
Kan 6bi ��  6biAa ropbKa.

� 	� � ��  eme?.. H Bee, no^aAyH. 
� ����� � KHHra npo 6oHqa 
Be3 HanaAa, 6e3 KOHqa.

rioneMy Tax — 6e3 HanaAa? 
FIoTOMy, �	�  epoxy MaAO 
HanHHaTb ee cHanaAa.

rioneMy » e  6e3 KOHqa?
IIp O C T O  JK3 AKO M0 A 0 4 q a .

C nepBbix 4Hefi ro4HHbi ropbKoft, 
B THJKKHH nac 3 eM A H  p 04H0H
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HA IIPHBAAE

--  /JeAbHblH, HTO H TOBOpHTb,
B b lA  C T a p H K  TOT C aM b lH ,
Hto npH^yMaA cyn BapHTb 
Ha KOAecax npjmo.
Cyn — BO-nepBbix. Bo-BTopbix, 
Kauiy b HopMe npoHHOH.
HeT, CTapHK OH DMA CTapHK  
H yT K H H ----9 TO TOHHO.

CAbimb, no^KHHb e q e  o^Hy
AojKenKy TaKyio,
� �  BTopyio, 6p a T ,  BOHHy 
Ha BeKy boioio.
Oî eHH, 4o6aBb nyTOK.

noKOCHACH noBap:
«HnHero ce6e e/jOK— 
napeHb 9 T0 T HOBbIH».
A o iK K y  AHLUHKHO K A a^eT ,
Moabht Hecep^HTo:
— BaM 6bi, 3HaeTe, bo <J>aot 
C BaniHM anneTHTOM.
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� �	 � �� � n o A b i n o^ T H H yA , 
Y x p b iB a H  cn H H y ,
H b io -T o  T e m y  noM H H yA ,
I le H K y  h  nepHHy.

H  npHHHK k aeMAe C bipo ii, 
O^OAeH HCTOMOH,
H a o k h t  oh , moh repoft,
CnHT ce6e, Kan 40Ma.

C n H T  —  x o T b  ro A O ^ e H , x o tb  c u t , 
X o T b  04HH, XOTb B X yH e.
C n a T b  3a  npe>X H H H  H e ^ o c w n ,  
C n a T b  b  3 a n a c  H a y n e H .

M  e ^ B a  Ab r e p o i o  chhtch
� � � � �  HOHbK) THJXXHH COH:
K a x  ot 3a n a 4 HOH r p a H H iju  
O T c r y n a A  k BocTOKy oh ;

Kax nporneA oh , Bacn T e p K H H , 
H 3 3a n a c a  p n ^ o B o i i ,
B n p o c o A e H H O H  r H M H a c r e p x e  
COTHH BepC T  3 CMAH pO^HOH.

4 0  Hero 3eMAH GoAbinan,
BeAHHaiimaH 3cmah.
H 6uA a 6 OHa nyjxan, 
HbH-HH6y4b, a t o  — cboh.

C n H T  repoii, xpanHT —  h  T o n x a . 
FIpHHHMaeT Bee, nan ecTb.
Hy, CBO H---- T aK  9 TO hc t o h h o .
Hy, BOHHa — Tax h )xe 34ecb.
CnHT, 3a6biB o Tpy^HOM AeTe. 
� �� � 3a6oTa, He SyHTyii.
M o > x eT , 3a B T p a  H a p a c c B e T e  
B y ^ e T  HOBbiH c a 6 aH T y£i.

C nH T  6ohljm, x a x  coh 3acT a A , 
n 0 4  COCHOIO B n o x a T ,
HacoBbie Ha n o crax
M o x H y T  04HHOXO.
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He TAH4 H, h to  Ha rpy^H,
A � � �  � �� � � �  B n e p e ^ n !

B CTpOH C HK>HH, B 60H C HIOAH, 
CHOBa TepKHH Ha � � � � � !

— BH4H0, 6oM6a h a h  nyAH 
He HaniAacb eme n o M H e .

" �#� � � � � �� � 3a4eT �������� �
3a»HAO--- H CTOAbKO TOAKy.
T p H » 4bI 6bIA �  OKpyjKeH,
T p H » 4 b I ---- BO T o h ! ----- B U U ie A  B O H .

H x o T b  6w ao 6ecnoKOHHO—
OcTaBaACH HeBpe^HM
II04 O rH e M  K O CbIM , T p e X C A O H H b IM ,
II04 HaBeCHbIM H npHMbIM.

H He pa3 b nyTH npHBMHHOM, 
y  ^opor, b nbiAH koaohh,
B w a paccenH �  nacTHHHO,
A HaCTHHHO HCTpeGAeH...

Ho, o,4HaKO,
)KHB BOHKa,
K KyxHe — c Mecra, c MecTa� � � � �� ! 
KypHT, ecT �  nbeT co cMaxoM 
Ha no3HqHH �� �� �� !

Kax ��  Tpy^HO, xax ��  xy^o —
He c^aBaii, Bnepe4 	�� � � �

9 t o  npn cxaaxa n o x y 4 a,
Cxa3xa 6 y 4 e T  B n e p e 4 H .
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IIIeA � � � cepbifi, 6opo4aT w ii,
H, ijenAHHCb aa n op or ,
3axo4HA � � AK)6yio xaTy,
CaOBHO HeM-TO BHHOBaTblH 
IIe p e4  Hen. A h to  oh  Mor!

H  no ropbKoft t o h  npHBbiHKe, 
Kan b nyTH BeAeAa necTb,
O h npocHA cnepsa B0 4 HHKH,
A noTOM npocHA noecTb.

TeTKa —  r^e $�  OHa OTKajKex? 
XoTb KaKoii, a Bee $� � 	� � � � � � ! 
H n n ero  Te6e He CKajKeT,
ToAbKO BCXAHnHeT Ha^ 	� � � � � 
ToAbKO � � � � � 	 � npoBOJKan:
—  BopoTHTbCH 4 aii BaM 6or...

To 6biAa nenaAb GoAbinan,
KaK 6peAH ��  Ha ���	�� !

%%%�� � xy^bie, #��� � 6ocue  
B HeH3BecTHbie Kpan.
H to  TaM, r^e OHa, Pocchh, 
n o  KaKoii py6ejK cboh!

IIIah, o^HaKO. IIIeA � � � !!!

�  4 0 pOrOK> nOCTMAOH 
npOOHpaACH He 0 4 HH.
HeAOBeK Hac ^ecHTb 6 � � � �
" ��  y Hac H KOMaH^Hp.

H 3 � � � #$� � !� MyjKHHHa ^eAbHbiii, 
MeCTHOCTb 9Ty 3H3A BOKpyr.
H jk, Kan 6oAee h^ chhm h ,
Bma TaM KaK 6bi noAHTpyK.

IIIah � ��#$� � 3a HaMH ��� � �� � 
noK H ^an nAeHHbiH Kpaft.
�  0 4 Hy noAHTSece^y
nOBTOpHAI
—  H e yHbiBaii.
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�&�Y� ah� �  *� ��%� 9L�%�����
Xotb Kor4a-HH6y4b 6MAa,
�%*� *&� � 8� �A� �#�& � � �&%����@�
�%*� &�� �%� A � �%*� "��%(

�� )�� �� oh , *%& � � � hccthhh ,�
�����"%�@� �� N� 4 "��@
�%� Koro b *� �9� ) :� 4���"�
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� ���  SBAKaAa nocyAOH,
� ��>�� � � � � � % � *&*� �!� (
A X03AHH HCAeT OTTyAa,
�%� 9!�%(
HeAOBKO "� (

�  � ���%&��N�� 94�9��@
A  MeHA He rHeT ��  CHy.
� afi-Ka Aynme b KapayAe�
�%� �&�� �� � *&���&�9 (

B � AA ���� ��� �ZT� *�� *&�#�����R@�
#"%4� &��� 4 ) � *�4� ��@
� 	 � � *��� ��:@� A� �� �%!����� @
�� �%� &L@<�h� �  �<����� ��(

� x , CyKOHHaA, Ka� eHH� A,�
BoeHHaA IUHHeAb,— �

y  KOCTpa b Aecy npoaoKeHHaA,�
OTMeHHaA IUHHeAb.

:�%" ���%�@� *&�)��%��
�� ).+.� �!� "� �&%!%�

CBoen p yxon  � auiHTaA,— �
KoMy He Aopora!
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Y n a^ en ib  � � � KaK no4Kom eHH HH ,
r io p a H e H H h iH  H a m  6 p a T ,

Ha mHHeAH toh noHomeHHOH 
CHecyT Te6a b caH6aT.

A y6bK >T— T a x  t c a o  M e p T B o e  
TBoe c 4 pyrHMH b pH4  

Toii mHHeAKOH) n o T e p T o r o  
Y n p o iO T  — ciih, coa^bt!

CnH, coA^aT, npn >kh3hh KpaTKoii 
Hh b 4 opore, h h  b 4 0 My 

He npHiUAOCb nocnaTb nopa^KOM 
Hh c aceHOH, hh 0 4 H0 My...

Ha KpUAbLJO X03HHH BUUieA.
Toii MHe hohh He 3 a 6 b iT b .

—  T h i  a e r o ?
— A a ^poBHmeK
/^AH X03aHKH H ap y 6 n T b .

Bot He cnH T ca aeAOBeicy,
Caobho ^OMa —  H a  BOHHe.
3 a m a ra A  H a ^ p o B o e e x y ,
Py6nT x B o p o cT  n p n  Ay He.

T iok  � a  th> k . / t o  CBeTa p y � HT. 
KopoTKa coA4aTy HOHb.
� HaTb, aceHy ataAeeT, a io 6 h t,  
/ta  He � HaeT, aeM noMoab.

&( � � 	 � py6HT. 
I iO K H 4 a e T  4 0 M

Ha paccBeTe 
6oeij.

A n o 4  CBeT npocH yAH Cb 4eTH , 
n orA a4aT — npHmeA oTeij. 
n o r A a 4 a T  —  G o h iju  a y » H e , 
IV acb a p a 3H bie, peM H H .
H  pe6aTa, xaic ooAbinHe, 
� �� � � �  noHHAH � � � !
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H  3anA anaA H  p e 6 n T a .
H  no^yM aT b 6 	 #	� �  TyT:
M o jk c t, HHHHe b 9Ty xaTy 
HeM qw c py>KbHMH BOH4 yT...

H  ^OHbiHe nA an  to t actckhh 
B paHHHH n a c  AHXoro 4 r h  
C toh HeMeqKOH, c toh 3apeqK O H  
CTOpOHbl 3 0 B e T  MeHH.

�  6 MeHTaA He pa4H CAaBbi 
r i e p e 4  yTpoM  6oeBbiM ,
�  o JKeAaA Ha 6eper npaBbiH,
E o ii n p o H � « , BCTynHTb jk h b h m .

H  c n a w y  �  6e3  yTaiiKH,
IIpH B e4H C b MHe TaM H4TH,
�  xoTeA  6 � � � � � � �  xo3HHKe 
nocT ynaT bC H  n o  nyTH.

IIonpOCHTb B04U HaHHTbCH —
H e  3aTeM, hto6 cecT b � a  ctoa,
A 3 aT eM , H T 06 nOKAOHHTbCH 
^ o 6 p o i i  jKeHiqHHe n p o c ro H .

n p  O X03HHH3 AH CnpOCHT,---
«IloA araK ) — >khb, 340pos».
B3HTb T o n o p , IIIHHeAbKy c6pOCHTb, 
H ap y 6 H T b  xo3HHKe � poB .

riOTOM y----X 0 3 H H H -6 a p H H
H n n e r o  HaM He cxa3aA.
� � �� � � �� HbiHHe 3eMAio napHT,
3 a  KOTopyio ctoha...

B n p o n eM , h t o  TaM � yMaTb, 6 p a T q w , 
Ha40 HeMqa 6htb cneuiHTb.
� �	 � �  Bee, '	�  TepKHH BKpaTqe 
BaM HMeeT 4QAOJKHTb.
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B h ^ h t— MaAeHbxax Tonxa  
FIoKa� aAacb B^aAeKe:
To a h  nypxa, to  a h  6onxa 
riponAbiBaeT no pexe?

—  HeT, He n ypxa �  He 6 o n x a —  
IIpocT o rAa3y MaHTa.
—  He nAOBeq ��  o^HHonxa?
—  IIIyTHnib, 6paT. Bo^a He Ta!
---  / la ,  BO^a... lTOMblCAHTb cTpauiHO.
/Ja;xe pbi6aM xoAO^Ha.
— He H3 H auiH x a h  B H epaiiih h x  
nO^HHACH KaKOH CO 4Ha?..

0 6 a  pa30M  npncM H peA H .
H cxa3aA 04HH 6oeij:
---  HeT, OH BbinAblA 6 � � � � '#� � � � � �
C  nOAHOH BM KAa^KOH, M e p T B e ij .

0 6 a  3 4 o p o s o  n p o ^ p o rA H ,
Kax � � � � � � � � � � ��  anepBOH.

n o ^ o m e A  cep jxaH T  c 6 h h o k a c m . 
npHCMOTpeACH: HeT, 2KHBOH.
—  HeT, $���� � ! Be3 rHMHacrepxH.
— A He 6pnq? He k h sm  a h  b tm a ?
---  H eT . A  MOJKeT, 9TO T epK H H ? —
K t o -to  p o 6 x o  nom yTH A .

—  C t o h , peG nT a, He coB aT bcn , 
T o A x y  HeT c n y cx aT b  noHTOH.
—  Pa � peuiHTe nonMTaTbcx?
� � � 	�  nMTaTbcn!
—  BpaTijbi,—  � � �

H, y 3a6eperoB xopxy 
Ae4HHyio o6AOMaB,
O h xax oh , BacHAHH TepxHH,
BCTaA JKHBOH,--- � � � paACH BnAaBb.

TAa/iXHH, toamh, xax  H3 6aH H,
BcTaA, in aT ax cb  t h jk c a o .
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IIoCMOTpeA nOAKOBHHK CTporO, 
IIOKOCHACH Ha 6 c>HIja.
— M oA O ^eq , a 6y4eT  M H oro —  
Cpa3y 4Be.
— Tan 4B a ��  KOHqa...

riepenpaBa, nepenpaBa!
riyiUKH 6 b K )T  B KpOMeiHHOH M rA e .

Boii H êT cbhtoh  h  npaBbiH. 
CMepTHwii 6oii He pa^H CAaBbi,
P a ^ H  7K H 3H H  H a  3 e M A e .
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1.

TEPKHH PAHEH

Ha MornAM, pau, KaHasbi,
Ha KAy6KH koaiohkh pjKaBoii, 
Ha nOAH, XOAMW — ^MpBBOH, 
H3yBeHeHHoii 3eMAH,
Ha GoAOTHMH Aec KOpflBblH, 
Ha KycTH — CHera AerAH.

H  rycTOH no3eMKoii 6eAOH 
B eTep noAe 3aBOAOK.
B b io ra  b TpyGax oGropeAbix 
3ary4eA a y ^ o p o r .

�� �  CHerax Henpoxo^HMbix 
3 	�  MHpHbie npan 
B 9Ty naMHTHyio 3HMy 
Opy^HHHbiM naxAH � ���� �
H e AIO^CKHM 4HMKOM JKHAbH.

H b Aecax, Ha Mep3Aoii rpy^e , 
n o  3eMAHHKaM 6e3 OTHefi, 
Bo3Ae TaHKOB H Opy,4HH 
H npocTy>KeHHbix KOHeii
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Pa3BopanHBaeT CHacTb,—
II pHKa3aAH 4eAaTb CBH3b.

PoTa roAOBbi npHrHyAa.
CHer nepHeeT �	  orHH. .
TepKHH KpyTHT: — TyAa, TyAa! 
TyAa, CAblUIHUIb TbI MeHH?

FIo4MHrHyB 6oHL[aM ynpa^Koii: 
Moa, y  H a c  4 a  H e n o H ^ e T ,—  
/J y H y A  b  T p y 6 n y  4 AH n o p n ^ K y ,  
KoMaHAHpy no^aeT.

KoMaH^Hpy Bee b npuBHHKy,— 
� ���� � b ropcroHKy, Kan ciiHHKy 
Tpy6ny KHH3y, Aer � ����� �
� 	� 6 no3eMKoii He 3a4yAO.
Bee b  n o p H 4 K e.
— TyAa, TyAa,
IlOMOrHTe OTOHbKOM...

He p a c c K a jK e u ib , H e o n H in e m b ,  
H t o  3 a  >KH3Hh, K o r ^ a  b  6 0 1 0  
3 a  nyjKHM o rH eM  p a c c A h in m m b  
A pT H A A epH IO  CBOK).

B o34yx KpyTO aaBHBan,
C He^aAeKoii orHeBoii 
AxHeT, axHeT noAKOsaa,
3anoeT  Ha^ 	� � � � � � !

A C IT03HI4HH OT^aAeHHMX,
Cpa3y 6y4TO 6u  H e b  Aa4 ,
Yxhct B^pyr 4HBH3HOHHOH 
/JoGpoii MaTyniKH CHap«4 .

H noH^eT, noii^eT Ha CAaBy,
Kan H3 ropHa, xcapoM 4yTb,
C BOeM , C BH3TOM nieneA H B W M  
P a cH H m a T b  n e x o T e  n y T b ,
BHTb, AOMaTb H JKeHb B o n p y a u c y .  
/^ e p e B y u iK a ?  —  /J e p e B y u iK y .



!"

In accordance with instructions 
Laying down communications.

All the Company keep their heads down. 
Black the snow with enemy fire.
Tyorkin cranks the handle: “Tula,
Tula, Tula, are you there?”

He winks slyly at his comrades:
“Thought you said it wouldn’t go!”
Blows discreetly down the mouthpiece, 
Passes it to the CO.

And the CO, practised, calm,
Cups his voice inside his palm,
Like a match, lies low for cover,
Back turned to the icy breeze.
Yes, it’s working!
“Tula, please,
Send a Dit of barrage over!”

There’s no telling, no describing 
What it feels like when you hear 
Your own guns above the enemy’s, 
Thundering, booming in the rear.

From the regimental gun lines 
Not so very far away,
Shells come whizzing steeply upwards, 
Sighing, singing on their way.

From the grand old parent unit.
Out of tune with all the rest.
Comes a ,������  as the Division 
Sends one over of the best.

On to glory it goes sailing,
On, to breathe its flames of wrath, 
Howling, keening, whining, wailing, 
Clearing for the troops a path,
All around it smashing, burning,
Villages to rubble turning,
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H  no^HHACH H e3 a A eT M ii, 
UeABHbiH. JK^eM 3a kochkom. 
0 ([> H qep—  H3 nHCTOAeTa,
T e p K H H ----B M H T K O e -----UITblKOM.

CaM npH ceA , npH ceA  t h x o h b k o . 
IIoBeA O  e r o  AeroHbKO.
TpoHyA npaBoe nAeno.
PaHeH. Monpo. TopaMO.

H  pyKOH KOCHyACH noA a:
K p o B b ,—  MyjKaa HAb c b o h ?

T yT  n a n  # a c T  b 6 a h 3 h  th h c c a m h , 
A>k n o ^ B H H y A a c b  3Cmah!

BcAe.4 3a h h m  ^ p y r o f i  y^apH A ,
H  T eM H ee craA O  B ^ p y r .

« 9 t o  —  HaniM,—  noHHA n a p e H b ,—  
H au iH  6bioT ,—  T e n e p b  K a iO K » .

O rA yineH H U H  th jk k h m  ryAOM, 
T epK H H  HHKHeT TOAOBOH.
TyAa, TyAa, h t o  >k t h ,  TyAa,
T yT  nee c b o h  6 o e q  jk h b o h .

O h  ch^ h t  3a c t c h k o h  430T a, 
K poB b  T eneT , py x aB  Ha6pHK. 
T yA a, T y A a , H eoxoT a 
IloM H paT b  eMy b o t  T ax.

H a  noA y � � x o a o ^ h o h  HMe 
H e o x o T a  H H noneM  
THGHyTb C MOKpbIMH HoraM H,
C o  CBOHM 6oA bH bIM  riACHOM.

}KaA K O  JKH3HH TOH, I ip H M aH K H , 
M aA O C T b x o n e T C H  n o jK H T b ,
X o T b  n o r p e T b c a  H a  A e » a H K e ,  
X o T b  n o p T H H K H  n p O C y iH H T b ...
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TepKHH chhk . TocKa corny  Aa. 
TyAa, TyAa... H to  jk tm , TyAa? 
TyAa, TyAa. 9 t o  �  h...
TyAa... Po^HHa moh!..

* * *

A TeM nacoM H34aAeKa,
T A y x o ,  K aK  H 3 - n o 4  3 e M A H ,
POBHblH, 4py>KHbIH, TJDKKHH pOKOT 
H a^BH raA CB, p o c . C BOCTOKa 
TaHKH in  AH.

HH3KOrpy4bIH, IIA0 CK0 4 0 HHbIH, 
OTHrneHHbiH caM  coGoii,
C nyniKOH, b  4 ymy HaBe^eHHoii, 
CTpameH TaHK, H4 yiqHH b  6oh.

A 3a rpoxoTOM h  rpoMOM,
3a  GpoHeii craAbHOH ch4h t , 
n o  MecTaM ch4h t, Kan ^OMa, 
Tpoe-neTB epo 3HaKOMbix 
HaniHx crpHJKeHMx peGnT.

H nycKafi b  6oio BnepBbie,
Ho pe6nTa — c b c t npoH 4 H.
AOBHT B meAH CMOTpOBbie 
KpoM Ky noAH B n e p e � H.

B H 4 H T ---- B 3 4 b l6 HACH p a 3 6 H TbIH ,
Pa3B oponeH H biH  HaKaT.
KpenKO 6 hto . IJeAb HaKpbiTa.
Hy, a B4pyr KaK TaM ch4ht!

MoHteT 6biTb, npHTHx 40 cpoKa 
y  opy4Ha pacneT?
PasBepHHCb MauiHHa 6 okom — 
BpoHe6oHHMM npHneneT.

Hah HeMeq c aBTOMaTOM,
A e3T b  Hapy^cy He 4 ypaK,
T aM  cAe4HT � a HauiHM GpaTOM, 
Bbi»H 4 aeT. KaK He T an
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/jBOe BCAe4  3a KOMaH4 HpOM�
Bhh3 — c rpaHaTOH — B4 0 Ab creHW.�
THniHHa.— yrAW tcmhu...

— XAonqw, 3%���%� ��%&��&%@<�
#�"�*%�� �0&9!� H3 rAyGHHH.
He o6MaH, He Bpa»bH myTKH,�
��%�4� �*&%�-%������@� &�-����O
— riocooHTe. B ot y »  cyTKH�
ToHKa 4aHHaB 3a mhoh...

B TeMHOTe, �  yrAy KaMopKH,
Ha noAy 6oeq b K p o B H .
� �� � TaKoii? Ho CMOAKHyA TepKHH,�
Kan TaM xoneuib, Tax 3 0 B H .

� �  AejKHT C AHLJOM 3eMAHCThIM,
He MoprHeT, ��	�  rAa3 ���� !
B caMbiH cpoK ero TaHKHCTM�
no4o6paAH, noBe3AH.

���%� "%����%� b chokhoh 4WMKe,�
�L%�� TepKHH 6e3 4 opor.
H 4 ep»caA ero � � o6HHMKy�
XAoneq — GameHHbiH 4 !&  � � � (

YKpbiBaA cBoeii 0 4 0 KOH,
TpeA 4 bixaHbeM. He 6 e4 a,
4 to  � � rAa3a ero, 6 uTb mojkct,
He yBH4 HT HHKor4 a...

CseT npoH4 H,— HHr4 e He cbiiqeuib,�
He CAynaAOCb BH4 eTb MHe�
4pya<6w to h  cbhtch h HHiqe,
Hto 6 uBaeT Ha bohhc.





O HArPA/HE

— HeT, pe6ATa, a He rop^biii 
He aara^biBaH B/jaAb,
Tax CKaacy: 3aneM MHe op^eH 
� �  corAaceH H a  Me^aAb.

Ha Me^aAb. H t o  He k cnexy. 
BoT � aKOHHHAH 6 BOHHy,
Bot 6bi b OTnycK h npnexaA 
Ha pcvjHyio CTopoHy.

By4y Ab )khb eme! — E^Ba ah  
TyT bok>h, a He ra^aii.
Ho CKaaty HacneT Me^aAH: 
MHe ee Tor^a no^aii.

0 6 ecnenb, pa3 h ^ octohh.
H nOHHTb Bbl BCe 40AJKHM: 
/JeAO caMoe npocToe — 
HeAOBeK npHiueA c bohhm.

Bot npHiueA h c noAycTaHKa
B CBOH pO^HMblH CeAbCOBeT.
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Bcex, Koro B3BAa Boima, 
Kaac^oro coA^aTa 
ripOBO^HAa XOTb o/iHa 
>KeHmHHa Kor^a-TO...

Ho XOTfl H JK3AKO MHe,
CaM noMOMb He b CHAe,
� � �  OCTaACH B CTOpOHe 
TepKHH MOH BaCHAHH.

He CAyHHAoeb HHKoro 
npOBO,4HTb b ^opory.

noAK>6HTe Bbi ero,
^eByniKH, eii-6ory!

� � #� ��  AeTHHKOB y Hac, 
( ������ � �  noneTe.

06paTHTecb, npocHM Bac,
K MaTyniKe-nexoTe!

riyCTb TOT KOHHHK Ha KOHe, 
AeTHHK b caMOAeTe,
H, o^Hano, Ha Boime
nepBbiH ���  — nexoTe.

n y C T b  TaHKHCT KpacHB co6oh 
H ropHH b pa6oTe,
A Be^euib MauiHHy � � � �� ��
noKAOHHCb nexoTe.

n y C T b  (j)OpCHCT apT H A A epH C T  
B 6oeBOM pacneTe,
OTCTpeAHACH---He TOp̂ HCb,
A eAa cyTb— b nexoTe.

06oii4HTe Bcex no^pa^, 
Ayarne He Hai^eTe:
0 6 paTHTe HOKHblH B3TAH4 ,
4 eByniKH, k nexoTe.
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H Tanan ycTaHOBKa 
CTporo-HacTporo 4aHa,
HtO y HOr TBOHX BHHTOBKa 
Haxo^HTbCH He � � A»Ha.

H b ymep6 CBoeii npHBWHKe 
Tbi He MOJKeuib 3a ctoaom
Y T epeT bC H  pyKaBHHKOH  
� �� � � ak ��	  — pyKaBOM.

H Kor� a noKOHHHuib c nnmeH,
He � a� y� b eme, coA� aT,
Hto b paio � a roAeHHiije 
Aonocy npHTaTb He bcaht.

Bee TaKHe oroBopKH 
Pa3o6paB, noHHB nyTeM,
FIpHHHA B CHeT BaCHAHH TepKHH 
H peuiHA:
— He npona4eM.

Bot o6e4 npomeA �  y?KHH.
— Kan BaM HpaBHTCH y Hac?
— Hnnero. � ����$��� � �� xy»ce, 
To � � � ��� � �� �  caMbiH pa3...

nOKypHA, B340XHyA h Ha 6ok. 
Kax-To CTpaHHO roAOBe. 
npocTbiHH — nycxaH 04Ha 6m, 
HeT, Tax Ha, moa, cpa3y 4Be.

MHCTOTa— � � H� �  no Koxce,
H HeAOBKO, HTO 3 4 0 p 0 B,
A 40 KpaiiHOCTH noxojKe,
By4TO B TOCnHTaAe BHOBb.

EepexceT nAeno b KposaTH, 
Toaoboh He noaepHeT.
� �	 � �  4eByuiKa �  xaAaTe 
CoBepinaeT ���� � 06x04.

/Jfloe enpaaa, Tpoe CAeBa 
K Heii pa3Be4HHKOB TOTnac.
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There’s another regulation 
That you’d better not ignore:
Don’t, repeat, don’t park your rifle 
Down beside you on the floor.

And, in contrast to the custom 
You’ve observed more than enough,
Be it known that you must never 
Wipe your lips clean with your cuff.

And, when you have finished eating, 
Note that here in paradise,
You don’t stuff your eating irons 
Down your boot-top, Army-wise.

Going over these provisos 
And the various reasons why,
Vasya Tyorkin weighed them up and 
Then decided:
“We’ll get by.’’
Dinner’s over, then comes supper. 
“Well, chum, what d’you make of it?” 
“Oh, not bad. It’s all right, really. 
Known much worse, I must admit.”

So he lights up, sighs, rolls over; 
Something strange under his head. 
Why, must be a sheet, or something— 
No, there’s two sheets on this bed!
They’re so clean, you get the shivers. 
Funny — you’re as right as rain,
Yet for all the world you might be 
Back in hospital again.

And he doesn’t move his shoulder, 
And he doesn’t turn his head.
Now the girl in white is coming, 
Glancing briefly at each bed.
And the advance patrol gets moving— 
Two men here and three men there.
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Reading 7&��	��  when off duty.
Then the orders came one day....

Orders. No more idle waiting.
And they soon left far behind 
Empty dug-outs, plumes of smoke that 
Waved forlornly in the wind.

And they took it quite for granted 
That a year had whistled by 
Like a day, as wartime, doubtless,
And all else must pass away.

And my ageing, grey-haired soldier, 
Should he still be safe and sound,
Will recall: “That was a business, 
When we fought by Moscow town!...”

Slowly he will tell the story 
With a sad but prideful air,
To his grandchildren around him,1 
If they only wish to hear....

Since we’re often far from patient 
With the old, it’s hard to say.
We shall see....

But in the meantime 
That’s a long, long way away.

�  * *

Battle raging. Blue pall hanging 
Over snow as grey as lead.
Heavy firing. Tyorkin’s section 
Forges doggedly ahead.

And the village they’re approaching 
Lies between nim and the place 
Where his fathers dwelt before him, 
Where he spent his childhood days.
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C noxBaAOH, BecbMa ropHneH, 
$pyr o 4pyre roBopnT.

--- TaHKH êHCTBOBaAH CAaBKO.
� � %%%��  canepbi ���� � #$�� !
— ApTHAAepHH nÔ aBHO 
He y^apHT b rpH3b ahijom.
�� �� nexoTa!
— Kan no HOTaM,
IIlAa nexoTa. Hy 4a ��� � TaM! 
ABHaqHB — h Ta...

� ����� � npocTO — kpacoTa.
H GuBaeT Tax, He cxpoeM ,
� 	�  y cn ex  TAa3a CAenHT:
CroAbxo CMmeTCH repoeB,
� 	�  — TAH4Hnib— 04HH 3a6wT.

Ho 4AH TOHHOCTH npHMepHOH, 
^ah nopH4xa reHepaA,
Kto b ceAO BopBaACH nepBbiM, 
� HaTb Ha MecTe no>xeAaA.

67��� �� � � � � xa x  � 0 � � � � 8
� �� � Taxoii-To B3HA ceAO,
Ho He ���	 � � � � 	# ��� � � � � � � �
Tax xax paHeH 	�$���� !

H TOT4a H3 Bcex 4>aMHAHH,
Bcex cero4HHuiHHx ���� ��
T epXHH — BbipBaAOCb--BaCHAHH!
9 tO 6 bIA, XOHeHHO, OH.
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/JoroAa 3eMAH pa3£eTa 
H pa3rpa6 AeHa, yHTH.
Bee � � 3a6poce.

— �  paSoTHHK,
�  6h 40Ma b êAO bhhk.
— /Jom pa3pyiueH.
—  H h  IIAOTHHK...
— rie^KH HeTy.
—  H neHHHK...
�  �� � CKyKH — Ha Bee pynn,
By^y #��� �— Moe co � � � � �

— /Jaii eme cxa3aTb CTapyxe:
B4pyr npn^eiiib c � " ���  pyKOH?
HAb eme KaKHM KaAeKOH,—
CaM ce6e � � ��  nocTMA...

H co CMepTbio HeAOBeKy 
CnopHTb cTaAO CBbirne ��� �
HcTenaA yace ��  Kposbio,
KoneHeA. CnycKaAacb HOHb...

—  n PH o^hom  M oeM  ycAOBbe,
CMepTb, nocAymaii... h He nponb...

H, TOMHM TOCKOH JKeCTOKOH,
O4HHOK, H CAa6, H MaA,
Oh c MOAb6oH, He to  c ynpeKOM 
yroBapHBaTbCH � 	�� 4

— �  He xy^uiHH � � He AynmHH,
� ��  norHOHy Ha Boime.
Ho � � KOHqe ee, HOCAymaii,
/(auib Tbi Ha ^eHb OTnycK MHe?
^anib Tbi MHe b to t  /jeHb nocAe/jHHM, 
B npa34HHK CAaBbI MHpOBOH, 
YcAbixaTb caAiOT noGe^Hbiii,
Hto pa3,4acTCH Ha,  ̂ Mockboh?
/JaiHb Tbi MHe B TOT 4eHb HeMHO>KKO
noryAHTb cpe^H ����.� /
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— Ka6bi, 3Haeuib, 40 3aTjmxH—�
meq ropxHHX ��	���� !
<  Ka6hi �%* ���9� �:� SUT%ATLLA(
— Ka6bi TaK — 04HH 	��	�� !
�� � �� � � Ba...

�� �9�@� L���� #�%)�@
FIo^aA TepKHH 	���� � ���� 8
<� ��&�!���� � 8�9� )%)9@
2�4��0%��  ; � K�A��A(

#;��&A�� %�T-AO� ���� Tax uiTyKa!�
�A0A�O�BepHO,<�TLA�� 4��0%�(

�� � �� � �. � -9"% ���I
— �� Hy-xa,
IIoHeceM ero �  caH6aT.

<� �9� � � & 0L�4��� � - ��@<�
�%449K�-%���� � �  * ;%(<
�-��� - ���<�*&�4��� ���� �
�� �9�< � ��� � � -9;%(

<� �� > � � -9;%� � � � � (((
<� ��9���@� ���� ��@� 3%3��6 � #��# "(�
�� 9KL� "��� � )L� ��	��� ��
�����"% ;�@� �� �%&L�" 3 "(((

<� � � ���L9�(� 3 %TL4 %�#L� "%����(�
���&9�%?�� ;�� ��� ��� ��-9(�
Ilo4HHMaH.

�� CMepTb cxa3aAa:
<� �@� .-�%L�@� �#� -� *��-9(

:  "�����<��AA� L�&%)�� �
*&�4*�4��� ���� L�AA�A(
�& � @� "��4���@� &%4�&*4 � �<
��  ; � �� � )9- �� ��� �

2K�%� & "��� 4a -� � AonaTbi,
/jBe mHHeAH nonepex.
<� � & !*@� 4��-%�@� 4��-%�%(
— FIoHecAH. Tepnn, - pyjxox.
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HopOBHT, h to6  MeHbme TpacKH,
� 	� �� poBHee KaK-Hn6y4b,
BeperyT, HecyT c onacKoii:
CM epTb CTOpOHKOH 4 ep>KHT nyT b .

A 4opora— He 4opora,—
IJeAHHa, no none CHer.
—  O-T̂ OXHyAH 6 Bbl HeMHoro. 
XAonqw...
�� � ����  neAOBeK,—
TOBOpHT 3eMAHK TOAKOBO,----
H e TpeBOJKbca, He JKaAeii.
IloTOMy HeceM HCHBoro,
MepTBbiii B^Boe TiDKeAeii.
A 4pyroH:
� � � ��  H3BecrHO.
A eiqe h to  ynecTb,
Hto jkhboh cneuiHT 40 Mecra,— 
MepTBbiii 40Ma — T4e hh ecTb.

— /JeAO, CTBAO 6bITb, B npHBbIHKe,— 
3 aKAK)HaiOT 3CMAHKH.—
Hto ��  tm, 4pyr, 6e3 pyKaBHHKH? 
Ha-KO TenAyio, c pyKH...

H no4yMaAa BnepBbie 
CMepTb, CAe4« co cTopoHbi:
«4'0  Hero OHH, JKHBbie,
Meat co6oii cboh — 4pyacHbi.
IlOTOMy H C 04HHOHKOH 
CAa4HTb Ha4o6HO cyMeTb,
HexoTH 4aeuib OTcponicy*.

H, B3 4 0 XHyB, OTCTaAa CMepTb.
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I’ll be on that letter’s heels — 
Leastways, so I’m hoping. 
Greetings to the cook from me 
With a second helping.

Let him make the broth so rich 
When he’s in the kitchen 
That the ladle stands up straight 
At the word “Attention!”

One more thing I’d like to say

{ust by way of ending:
’ve a sort of hunch that great 

Battles are impending.

Horses sense it when the gay 
Wedding time approaches....
I’ll be up for that great day 
Without sticks or crutches!

Got to snatch a wink or two. 
Time to put the cork in.
Send some news, you rascals you, 
Love,

:������� 7&��	���
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BOT OH CAbHIIHT HOBblH TOAOC:
—� � � � � � � � � TaM npo � � � � /��

—  n p o  T e6 n ?  —
Ee3 oroBopKH 
� ��  onHTb:
— CaMO c o � o h .
— noneMy?
— Tan h ��  TepKHH.

9 tO CAbHHHT TepKHH MOH.

HtO-TO CTpaHHOe TBOpHTCH, 
HenoHBTHoe yMy. 
nOBepHyAHCb TOTHaC AHLja 
MoAna � � TepKHHy. K TOMy.

A104H Bpo^e opoGeAH:
— TepKHH— AHHHO?
—  i l  H eCTb.
— B caMOM 4eAe?
— B caMOM 4eAe.
— XAomjbi, XAonqbi, TepKHH 34ecb!

— He CBepHeTe � � � MaxopKH?— 
K to-to BblTaiqHA KHCeT.
H He ��� � a ���  yac TepKHH 
� ���*�� 1
� �� � � 	 � � �  �����

T epK H H  m oh —  k o th k )  no6AH>Ke, 
ChTHGaeT BOpOTHHK. 
no rA H 4H T , a  OH-TO pblJKHH —  
T epK H H  t o t ,  e r o  � b o h h h k .

3 ���  6 nonpocTy MaxopKH 
TepKHH BblKyDHA BTopoii,
H He BCTpHA Obi, MOJKeT, TepKHH, 
npoMOAnaA Gbi � � � � repon.

Ho, nocKOAbKy B04HT � � � � � � 
3 a4 aeTCB � � � � � � � �
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Tyorkin heard a new voice saying: 
“Someone here just mention me?”

�<��  indeed?”
The other answered 
Unabashed:
“Why yes, of course!”
“How’s that so?”
“Because I’m Tyorkin,”
Said the other soldier’s voice.

Something fishy going on here;
Very strange, all said and done.
Silent, all looked round at Tyorkin, 
That is, at the other one.

And the men seemed almost timid. 
“Tyorkin? Honest?”
“Yes, I swear.”
“Him in person?”
“Him in person.”
“Fellers, fellers, Tyorkin’s here!”

Somebody produced ��	���	��
“Here, try some of this,” said he. 
Then not mine, but t’other Tyorkin 
Said:
“=�	���	� ? Not for me.”

Turning back his greatcoat collar, 
Tyorkin moved up to the fire,
Gazed intently at nis double,
Saw this Tyorkin had red hair.

If the other had accepted,
And if he had not demurred,
Then the chances are my hero 
Would have hardly interfered.

But, since Number Two was swanking, 
Trying to throw his weight about,
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“No, one of our wounded heard him, 
And he’s quite prepared to swear 
Tyorkin said as he lay dying:
‘If I’m finished, so’s the war.”
“Don’t believe a word of it, then.
Stands to re'ason. You can bet 
Tyorkin’s anything but done for 
If the war’s not over yet.”

Rumours, anecdotes ... I’ve heard them 
Time and time again before.
But the facts are still the facts, and 
Rumour’s rumour, nothing more.

No, my friends. D’you think my hero, 
After going through such hell,
Would give up the ghost? Not likely! 
Tyorkin is alive ana well.
He’s as full of beans as ever.
Tyorkin cash his chips? Not he.
And, in fact, I’m rather hoping 
That he’ll come to outlive me.
For, despite his loss of homeland 
And the horrors that he’s known,
His political advice has 
Been:
“Don’t let them get you down!”
From the first days of affliction,
As the thunder filled the sky,
All the world heard Tyorkin saying: 
“We’ll scrape through. Yes, we’ll get by.”

Notwithstanding trials and troubles 
And much grief throughout the land, 
Who now, if not Vasya Tyorkin,
Holds the final, winning hand?

Just consider, friend and comrade,
As you make the journey back,
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THE OLD COUPLE

Third year’s summer, third year’s winter, 
Seeds await the spring once more.
Often we remember absent 
Comrades in the midst of war.

Some of them retreated with us,
Fought with us a year, an hour;
Some fell, some were posted missing, 
Whom we’d met but once before;
Some took leave of us and later 
Reappeared; some gave us water;

Some gave us their heartfelt blessing.... 
We recall the swirling snowstorms 
Up there in the front-line zone,
And the clock that Tyorkin mended 
For the two old folks at home.

It would have survived the next war 
Needing no repair at all,
But the Germans, uninvited,
Took it down from off the wall,
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Maybe thinking it of value 
With its antiquated chimes,
Or because they needed metal 
In those metal-nungry times.

Winter passed, then spring, then summer, 
Life, death in captivity....
With a muffled rumbling somewhere 
War continued on its way.

In your native stream, the rearward 
German soldier washed his face,
Rested on your porch, bareheaded,
Just as if he owned the place.

Round him, the New Order sprouted.
On the little patch nearby 
Vegetables grew, transported 
All the way from Germany.

Slinking down your village footpath, 
You’ve just managed to survive,
Scared of talking, scared of breathing, 
Lucky that you’re still alive.

Our old couple had been living 
That way for two years and more,
And the bare paten on the pinewood 
Gleamed less brightly than before....

But with passion Grandad argued, 
Judged, and guessed, time and again, 
like a general in retirement.
On the course of the campaign.
Close beside his little cottage 
Grandpa often used to stand,
Drawing pincers, arrows, wedges 
With his stick upon the ground.

“Well, what are they waiting for, Dad?” 
Folk would ask. “Time’s passing by.”
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Ho Kor^a nopa HacTaAa, 
/JOArOJK^aHHhlH BbiuieA cpoK , 
To BnepBwe b o h h  CTapwH 
Hnnero CKa3aTb He mot...

Bee TpeBorn, Bee 3a6oTbi
y  AIO^eH CAHAHCb B 0 4 HV:
H to 6  3a nac 40 to h  CB0604H 
He n ocrarA a CMepTb b nAeHy.

* * *

B HOHb, K aK  Bee, C T ap H K  C 5KCHOH 
noCeAHAHCb B HMe.
A B O H H a----H e CTOpOHOH,
HeT, Ha4 roAOBaMH.

/JoBeAocb 1104 cTapocTb ��� 1
Hh �  nyTH, ��  40Ma,
A y Bxo^a Ha to t  cbct 
>K4aTb nacbi npHeMa.

no^ HanaTOM H3 acep^eii,
Ha MeuiKe KapTouiKH,
C y3eAKOM, c ropuiKOM yrAefi,
C KypHqeft b AyKouiKe...

^Be BOHHbi nporneA coA^aT 
LteAbiH, HeBpe^HMbiii. 
noiqa,4H ero, CHap>i4,
B KOHonAe po^HMoii!

npOCBHCTH Ha4 TOAOBOH,
Ho b6ah3h He na4aii,
4a>Ke ecAH �� � � � ���� ��
Bee paBHO He Ha^o!

MeAKO KpeCTHTCH JKeHa,
CaM He CKpoeuib ^pojKH:
Be4b >KHBan CMepTb ct pa in Ha 
H C0A4aTy Towe.
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Only midnight brought an end 
To the heavy firing.
Then, bevond the field of hemp.
Someone's footsteps nearing....
Over the potato patch,
Straight towards the cellar....
“Well, we dug ourselves a tomb,
No mistake, old feller!”

But he stands, spits on his hands,
Like a lusty ploughman;
Takes the axe and bars the way,
Shielding his old woman.

Bitter though the end may be,
He stays firm and steady.
All prepared to meet his doom,
Chopper at the ready.

Footsteps on the edge. They stop.
Down tne dirt comes showering 
On her tattered winter coat.
She half faints there, cowering.

But she’s still alive somehow.
“We did well to hide here.”
Then they hear a Russian voice:
“Anyone inside there?”

“Why, they’re ours! My dear, dear boys!“ and 
Grandpa let his chopper fall.
“Wait and meet the ones behind us.
We’re just on advance patrol.”

Handpicked soldiers in this detail.
Each a fighter to the core;
And their senior with the handset...
Seen that face somewhere before.

“Want a smoke? Here, roll one, Grandpa.” 
Dad sat down, his knees gone weak.
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B HeM jKHAa caMa coGoio
PeHb K pO^HMOH CTOpOHe:

—  MaTb-� eMAH moh pOAHax,
CTopoHa ���  AecHan,
IIpH^HenpOBCKHH OTHHH XpaH,�
34paBCTBVH, cbma npHBeHaii!

34paBCTByH, necrpan ocHHKa,
PaHHeii oceHH Kpaca,
34paBCTByH, EAbHfl, 34paBCTByH, TAHHKa,
3,4paBCTByH, penxa Ayneca...

MaTb-� eMAH moh poAHan,
Si TBOIO H3BeAaA BAaCTb,
Kax Ayrna moh G oA bH an �
H34aAH k  Te6e pBaAacb!

Si 3arHyA Taxoro xpioxy,
Si npomeA Taxyio AaAb,
H  BH^aA Taxyio Myxy,
H Taxyio 3HaA nenaAb!

MaTb-3eMAH ���  poAHan,
2U� �" � � � � � �#���#���� � � � � � �%� @

Si npo to  He BcnoMHHaio,
He xBaAiocb, a TOAbxo Tax!..

Si HAy k Te6e c BOCTOxa,
Si TOT CaMblH, He HHOH.
T u  B� TAHHH, B� AOXHH TAy6oXO,
BcTpeTbCH HaHOBO CO MHOH.

MaTb-� eMAH moh poAHan,
PaAH paAOcraoro ahh�
T u npocTH, 3a hto  — He 3Haio,
���$&�� TU npOCTH mchh!..

Tax �  nyra, �  ropn^xe 6 �� �
B cyeTe xAonoT h Bcrpen�
B HeM JKHAa caMa coGoio�
9 Ta necHH hah penb.
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He would find himself repeating 
Like a lyrical refrain:

Motherland, of all the fairest,
Land of woods and dreaming forest, 
Dnieper where I used to roam,
Give your son a welcome homel
Greetings, dappled, quivering aspen; 
Autumn’s pride and joy you are. 
Greetings, Yelnya, greetings, Glinka,* 
Greetings, River Luchesa....
Motherland, of all the fairest,
How I felt your magic sway!

Devious was the road I followed;
I’ve come back the long way home.
I have seen such pain and suffering,
And such sorrow nave I known.
Motherland, of all the fairest,
Dusty road my fathers knew —
No, I’ll say no more about it;
I’m not boasting, but it’s true!
From the east am I returning;
I’ve not changed, I’m just the same.
Gaze upon me, sighing deeply;
Welcome me back home again.
Motherland, of all the fairest,
Think of that most joyful day,
And forgive me — why, I know not,
But forgive me anyway.
Marching, fighting, meeting others,
On fatigues — time and again 
He would find himself repeating 
This half-lyrical refrain.
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Ho BOHHa— eii Bee e^HHO,
�  �<�L�&���� � Kpan:
Mto KaBKa: , h to  ynpaHHa,
� 	�  CMOAeHmHHa 	�� � !

� & :� & ��� A� & *����@�
n o  " �#�%"@� H � * � % � � @ � H � � & � � @
MhMO, MHMO TOH CTOpOHKH�
U lA a  � HBH� HH B nepe4.

�� � �  � t o h  *�&���@
PaHHeft oceHbio cyxoii,
� aHHMaA ceAO rep oa �
TeHepaA coBceM 4pyroH ...

OpoHT noAHeA, Kax noAOB04be,
BuiHpb h B- aAb. K /jH enpy, k /jHenpy �
K ohh u iah , npoca noB. - bn,
�%L� c - oporn ko - Bopy.

H b nbiAH, pa) oH o t  noTa,
OpOHTOBOH CMeHACH AIO4:
��&�!*�� H4eT nexoTa,
Pa �  KOAeca OTCTaiOT.

Hhitohcm, h to  ycraBaAH�
n o  nyTH k 6oAbinoH pexe�
�%L@�h to  ��U��9� �%� *&��%� �
He MorAH 4ep>xaTb b pyne.

BHOBb CHAbHbl CBHTbIM nOpbIBOM,
IIIah Bnepe-  cbohm nyTeM,
#�� CTpa4aAbHeCKH-CHaCTAHBbIM,
O t )K a p b I OTK pbITbIM  pT O M .

CAeBa HauiH, cnpaBa HauiH,
He OTCTaTb 6bi Ha xo4y .
—  HeMeq nyxHH c TeriAOH nam e# �
BToponax : a) biA b ca- y.

—  n o - nepeTb ero - a � � B.- y.
— 3 aHHA 6eper, cyKHH �-� �
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—  TOBOpHT, yHC 3aHHA C XO£y 
HaceAeHHbiH nyHKT BepAHH...

� oAOToe 6a6be a c t o  
OcTaBAHB 3a co6oh ,
IIIah BoiicKa — h B^pyr cpaccBeTa  
HacTynHA 4H enp obckh h  oo h ...

MoaceT 6biTb, b HHbie ro4H , 
OqHman pycAa pen,
Bee, HTO CKpblAH � TH B04hl,
BHOBb yBH4HT HeAOBeK.

� � Hapy»HT b HAax c o h h h x ,  
H � BAeneT H�  pbi6beH m tau ,
Kan CTBOAbi � y � oB MopeHux, 
Opy^HHHue ctboam;

PyccKHH TaHK c HeMeqKHM b nape, 
� t o  Ham ah 04HH k ohcij,
H  o 6 o h x  noAymapHH 
CTaAb, p e � HHy h cbhhcij;

X a � M BOHHbl —  nOHTOHa 4HHiije, 
Tpoc, oGopBaHHhiH � � necxe,
IT Tonop oe �  TonopHma,
H to  canep 4epjKaA b pyne.

MoHceT 6uTb, ny^a nan nyuje 
H  0 6  � tom  Tonope  
CKaaKeT KTO-HH6y4b b rpH4ym eii 
TpoMKoft necHe o ^ H en p e;

O CTpa� e HeHMOBepHOH 
KpoBbio naMHTHoro 4hh.

Ho o qeM-HK� y� b, HaBepHO,
Oh He cuajKeT 3a mchb.

I ly c T b  He MHe em e c  3a4aHen 
E hao cAa4HTb. H e 6e4 a.
B neM-TO n ero 6orane,—
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From the Dnieper like a shot!” 
“Swimmine, was he?”
“Yes, the aevil —
Found things getting far too hot!”
“Fat!”
“Pure bred. And off to prison 
Like it was a health resort....”

But the unit’s favourite, Tyorkin,
Didn’t try to join the sport,
Watching witnout condemnation, 
Smoking, wholly lost in thought;
For the road that lay behind him 
Was much longer now by far.
But his silence meant no rancour 
Or resentment that he bore —
No, it meant he’d learned and witnessed, 
Lost and salvaged that much more....

Motherland, of all the fairest,
Dear Smolensk, once more I say,
Please forgive me — why, I know not,
But forgive me anyway.
Tyorkin leaves you, not to cruel 
Tnraldom  near the front somewhere;
No, he leaves you now in safety 
Far back in the Russian rear.
It’s all over now. The bitter 
Years of strife are at an end.

“W hat’s this then, Vassili Tyorkin... 
Weeping, are you?”
“Sorry, friend....”
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IloBTopHA: «Bnepe� , Ha � ana� », 
E[po4BHraacb Ha ���	�� !

Meac^y npornm, npn OTxo^e,
Kan c^aBaAH ropo^a,
���$���� � ��(�� om a oh  b 	�(���
���$���� ��������� ���(�)

H  n o CTpaHHOCTH, GbiBaAO,
O^HOMy eMy noneT,
T ab  h t o  ^aace reHepaAbi 
EbiAH 6y4TO 6bi He �  cneT.

CpoK � � � � � HHbie ^aTbi.
Pa � � eAeH H� � peBAe Tpy^:
T opo4a c4aiOT coA4aTbi,
T e H e p a A b i  h x  G e p y T .

B o 6 u j e M ,  6 H T b IH , T e p T b lH , JKJKeHblH, 
PaHOH MeneHHbiH 4 b o h h o h ,
B copoK nepBOM OKpyjKeHHbiH,
Flo � eMAe oh  meA p04HOH.

IUeA coA4aT, Kan '#��  4pyrHe,
� � ������%��$��� �*��+
�� 	�  TaM, r4e OHa, &����� � 
n o  KanoH py6e)K ���� �!!�

� � �  nAeHy ceMbro KH4aa,
� a b oh h oh  enem a CKopen,
� 	� � ��  4yMaA, He ra4aio,
� 	� � ��  Hec �  4ym e CBoen.

H o KaKan ��  Moj>OKa, 
n p aB 4a  npaB 4on, Ao^Kbio Aoacb. 
OTCTynaAH ��  40  ep oxa,
OTCTynaAH ��#  4aAeKO,
H o Bcer4a TBep4HAH:
� � ���,$-))

H  Tenepb B� rAHHyTb Ha 3ana4  
O t CTOAHtjbi. K paii po4Hoii!
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And to think that it was locked up 
Fast behind an iron wall!

All, down to the tiniest hamlet,
Is at long, long last set free,
By no freak of fate delivered 
Out of dire captivity,

But by spirit, plain and simple,
Russian spirit, solely ours.
Now just look! Where is she, Russia, 
Thundering at what alien doors?

Cured, at last, for once and always 
Of the would-be conqueror’s lust,
See the foe — and not the first one!— 
Sprawling face-down in the dust.

Over what great city, Russia,
Shall your nag trium phant soar?
Wait until the victory salvoes.
And we’ll tell you then for sure.

Times, they change, and so do places. 
T rue, the load’s a heavy one....
In the meantime, we’ll continue 
With the story we’ve begun. '

If you have a home, wife, children, 
Brother, sister — you’re all right.
Then at least you know there’s someone 
Waiting for each word you write.

But not so our fellow soldier;
All the world’s his addressee.
Radio excepted, brothers,
No near relatives has he.

Nothing in this world’s more precious 
Than to rest safe and secure 
Knowing there’s a certain window 
You can tap at any hour.
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n o  AOPOrE HA EEPAHH

no Aopore Ha EepAHH�
BbeTca cepbiii nyx nepHH.

npOBO^a yMOAKIUHX AHHHH,
B eTK H  BbiM O K uiH e A n n �
n y x  n e p H H  n o B H A , n a n  H H e ii,�
n o  ) op T aM  M auiH H  H aA H n .

H KOAeca nymen, KyxoHb�
rpaab �  CHer MeuiaiOT 4�nyxoM.
H  AO>KHTCH H a IHHHCAb
#� nyxoM Monpan MeTeAb...

CKyHHblii KAHMaT 3arpaHHHHbIH,�
H yjK ^blH  K p a fi K paCH O K HpnH H H blH ,�
��� BOHHa caMa co6oh,
H � eMAH 4pO»HT npHBbIHHO,�
XpycTKHH me6eHb nepenHHHbiH�
OTpHxan c Kpbiiu � ���� !!!

MaTb-PoccHH, Mbi noACBeTa�
y  TBOHX npOIHAH KOAeC,
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B opoT H A C H  H3 n o x o ^ a  
H  T e n e p b  > xeA aeT  ;xH T b.

Oh HcnoAHHA � ��	 � ��  CAaBy
B o e B b IX  TBOHX 3HBM6H.
Kto eme HMeeT npaBO 
Tax Aio� HTb Te� n, xax oh!

/JeHb H HOHb B � oflX CMCHflH,
B M e c a q  r n a n x H  H e  C H H M an ,
� � ��  TBOH, 3amHTHHX-CHH,
U le A , c n e u iH A  x  T e 6 e ,  p o ^ H a x ,  
n o  ^ o p o r e  n a  B e p A H H ...

no ^opore HeMHHyneH 
nyx nepHH xAy� HTCn Tyneii. 
Topo� � B ropeAbiii aom 
naxHeT naAeHMM nepoM.

H no^ rpoxoT xaHOHa^bi 
Ha boctox, H�  MrAbi h CMpâ a,
KaX H3 â OBblX BOpOT,
B ^ O A b u i o c c e  T e n e T  H a p o ^ .

noTpflceHHbiii, onaAeHHMH, ■ 
Bcex xpoBeft, pa � HonAeMeHHMH, 
TopbXHH, BblOHHblH, neiUHH AIO� ... 
Ha boctox— � � HH MapmpyT.

Ha BOCTOX, CKB03b � UM H XOnOTb, 
H3 � � H� H TIOpbMbI TAyXOH
no � � M� M Ĥ eT EBpona. 
nyx nepHH Hâ  Hew nyproii.

H Ha pyccxoro coA^aTa 
BpaT ^>paHqy3, SpHTaHeq 6paT, 
BpaT noAHx � � Bee no^pn^
C 4 pyH t60H 6y4TO BHHOBaTOH,
Ho cepAeHHOio 	�� � �	 !

Ha 6e3BecTHOM nepexpecTxe 
Ha xaxoH-TO BcrpeHHbiH ��	 �
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And the girls, though shy of speaking.
Lift their hands to pat their hair.

At each friendly word of greeting,
O ur boy blushes like a rose.
This is Europe, but � � � � � , �  
Is a word all Europe knows.

T here he stands, the liberator,
Hat, with star, somewhat askew:
“Glad to help in times of trouble,
Glad to lend a hand to you.
No reflections on the Allies,
Just the service we lay on....”

“W here d ’you think you’re going, then, Ma?” 
“T hat way. Home, of course, my son!”

In the milling throng of people 
Deep inside that alien land,
It’s a Russian woman speaking,
Well wrapped up, with staff in hand.

Old, perhaps, but not decrepit;
Harnessed in a shoulder pack;
For the rigours of the journey,
Shawl tied crossways, front and back.

Up she gets with words of greeting,
And our men look on with pride —
Just an ordinary woman 
From the Russian countryside.

Full of life, indomitable,
One of all the nameless mums 
Tireless in their work, undaunted 
By whatever trouble comes.

She who, down the generations,
Has done what she can, and more,
Sacrificing all to rear us,
Losing us in time of war.
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HeBbicoK, 4a rpy^b Bnepe^
 � b kocth Ha^e^eH.
TeAOM 6eA,— KOTopbifi ro4 
?$��($�� �� �F�-��0

 � J�	��  �	� >�%%$>�  $�  �!  
��(!�  ��J� (��$�  E
HXO ?HaKOM COÂ aT c orHeM,
"($ � '� @� '�$F$� 0
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 	�� �"	$�" � �-����!0  
ripHnenaTaHa 3Be34a 
 $� -�+��<E�  $� � ���!0

HepoBHa, ?aTO KpacHa, 
BnpBMb no,4 cTaTb Harpa^e, 
IlycTb He cnepe^H OHa,—
 $� ��%$	��� >?$6 0
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TaM eme py6eij cTpynKOM,
TaM HHan MeTa.

? $� E	�  �� % "�!" $  
naMHTHOH CTpaHHÎ bl.
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Now let’s have a look at him,
Our stark-naked soldier.
Medium height but chest well out; 
Body’s clean uprightness 
By four years in uniform 
Tanned to lily-whiteness.
And, although by now he’s shed 
All his grand regalia,
Still, with action you can tell 
He’s not unfamiliar.

And you’ll simply be amazed 
That he could survive, it—
On the naked skin, a 6tar 
Flaming bright and livid,
Like a medal that he’s won,
And he always wears it,
Only it’s his shoulder-blade,
Not his chest, that bears it.

Quickly, then, from top to toe 
Look our athlete over.
Here’s a scar shaped like a pod,
And here’s yet another.
Like a hieroglyph, each scar 
Tells a different story.
See them —Yelnya, the Desna 
And his home ground, next to far 
Alien territory.
What each mile he marched was like, 
He needs no reminding.
To the steam room now he goes, 
Leaves his clothes behind him.
In he walks, but how he walks,
Watch with due discretion:
As if treading on thin ice,
Seems the right expression.
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� ( � 	�  ^eAaeT c Tpy^oM�
Illar— �  HenpeMeHHo:
— Yx, 	- � — KpHKaeT, npHTOM�
UtypHTCH 6Aa»(eHHO.

ToBop, nAecK, BeceAbiii ryA,
KanAH c noTHbix ��� � �� !!!
��* �@� &9��� *&����9�@�
l lp e ^ e  nap, neM BO ŷ.

Flap Go^aeT �  noTOAOK.
Hy-na, c xo^y Ha noAOx!

�� >KH3HH MHpHOH HAH 6paHHOH,�
y  AK>6oro py6e»:a,
BAaro^apHbi Aacne 6aHHOH�
Harne 	��� � �  Ayrna.

Hnnero, �	� � 	�  npnpo^OH�
CaMjbiii pyccKHii HeAOBeic,
�� ) & ;�� 0%�� )%��� ��09�
�:� *9K��L@� 0%� ��L� & *(

MHoro xyace 4ah 34opoBbH,�
n o  3HMe ah, no BecHe,
Bo3Ae penen no^MOCKOBbn�
MbiTbCH � � � aHe Ha ����� !

— Hy-xa tu , ncKOBCKOH, eAeqKHH�
HAb eme KaKOH 3cmahk,
3anepnHH boah HeMeijKOH
-%@� 9�%K��@� *� 4��� * &*%*(

He HcaAeii, 4o6aBb Ha n<J>eHHHr,
�� Tenepb norAa^HTb uiBbi�
4 aiiTe, XAonijbi, pyccKHii bchhk,�
4 a«e ecAH oh c Ahtbh.

HecTb h CAaBa noMnoxo3y,�
CHapH ĉaBineMy � � � � @
Mto coBeTCKyio ) & B9�
�T�� :%� � ��!4� &!� :%� :(
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9 h ,  CAaBHHe, h t o  c  K yG aH H ,
C /toHa, c BoArH, c MpTbiina, 
3 aHHMaii bu co tu  b 6aHe, 
3 aKpenAHHCB He enema!

4 o Toro, 4 py3bH, otahhho 
TaK-To BCAacTb, He Toponacb, 
IlapHTb BeHHKOM npHBbIHHbIM 
3 arpaHHHHbiii noT � � rp a 3b.

Flap Ha CAaBy, MOAO^eijKHH,
MOKpbIM ÔCKaM ropHHO.
Hy-na, r^e � � � 4pyr eAeqKHH,
K H H b rB a p ^ e f tc K y io  e m e !

Khhb eme, a mu ocbohm 
C npeatHeH ^anew 3ao4 HO.
� �	  Tenepb cnacnGo, bohh, 
Orfluxaii. Tenepb — oho!

* 	� � He HaineH no r̂oTOBKH,
Toro c n o A y  Ha noAOK 
He BCTHHyTb h  Ha BepeBKe,—
Pa3Be TOAbKo nepe3 oaok.

TyT a io 6o h  cT apH K  AK>6n T eA b , 
CyHbCH TOAbKO, KaK HH pbH H , 
B o A b in e  A B yx MHHyT He >KHTeAb,
A H JKHTeAb —  H e pO ^H T eA b, 
n o T O M y  H e 4acT  ccmhh.
HeT, Ky^a, Ky^a, Ky^a TaM,
X O Tb KOMy, KOMy, KOMy 
B paTbC H  n a p H T b c a  c  coA ^aT O M ,—  
/J a a c e  n e p T y  caM OM y.

nycTb ��  JKHAOBaTbiii napeHb,
/Ja TaKHMH Bp«4 AH OH,
Kax coA^aT, acapaMH atapeH 
H Mopo3aMH neneH.

riyCTb OH, B 06lljeM, TepTblH MaAblH, 
X o T b  noHH TH O, q e p T a  H eT ,



� � �

� 9� 9��@� ��%GB� %��@� ?!�;� �A � 	��E%@
�A � ���%*@� ��*�%*�� �!�9BA�<
�44�&9� �A � �%�A>A��B � A �EA�B� %*��
� �� ��E� �*(� ���� *  �*D�� !�BAI

��DB� �A � A �EA�� �?�K�9� %*�� &� %B�! �
$A *� 9��D! � ?!  � ��� �%� � 9��!� ��; �
��!E�*E� '��A� �A � E���� ���� ��!4A>�'�EB�
F�! �E*� B' %�� %*�� ?�! �E*� E!�; (

#����B� �?�B� %;� �*� E����9� ; %B�! @�
�*�� �A � �!�&&�*E� &�%*�B� %! � A��(
��'� �A *@� ?!� *�� �?� ;�* � ?!�;� � �*9%@�
� *�� �B� �&� %*��A !� ���I

��G � �B� ;�! @� %*�� ' � 4%*� �%� � ���
$��A� �A � ����9��� B *�� � ?�! I
�A%�DB� �A � ��4� �I� �A%*�� 9��@� B���� !(�
�%G �%� ! B�(� ��� *  �� ?�!� ;�! (
� � 'A�� A%B*D�� A%�� ��!� �!%�*�*E�
$�*D�� 4��;��  %B��9� �&� A ! (
��*4 �%� !�& � '���� A%!��9� A �&� A�;@�
� �� !� E �� B�; � A��B��*E� E %!(

�?� B�; � 4�**��BB �!�%*��  L& !��
�!�&B� �*�<�A%!�9� �A��EA� A � � <
� � '�*D�� B��4�� ��� ���@� �!� !%�A !�
�?� A � �� B@� A D��� � � *�� ?%�A !@
� D��� � � B  �� BB� &! B *��9I

��@� ��DB� �B � BB@� �B � BB@� �B � BB�
F�!� %� B�!%*E !� �*� �A�B� &�%4 �
	9�*E� '��A� %� B���� !O�  G *�
�%�%*�4����*D�� B�%*�� �A � &%4 I

� � '�*D�� A%G � �  *@� ��� � ��!� B���� !@�
3�A��EA� A � ;%9� � � B�!�*E� %B� ;�B�R�
F!� �� �*� ;%*9� %� B�;; !� * %�'%G @�
�%� �� �*� ;%*9� %� '�*� !� ?!�B�(

�A ! DB� *�� �%�%*@� *%��!%��9H
���@� %��A��EA� ��!�E� B�� �B� ���EA@



� � !

6 $ � %�F � >�M6$E� %� >$�'��E
	 $ � � ' ?  $ � < � E� � F � � t o t  cbct.

 $ � noAKe, noAKe, h to  	 � >$   
! $> 	 � ( $ !  �  $� bohhc,
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T o t c to h t bo Bcefi Kpace, 
3 aHHT CaMOKDyTKOH.
— 9 to  hto! Eme He Bee,— 
MeTHT IIiyTKOH � � iuyTKy.

—  AK>6o-Aoporo. A r^e jk 
Te, � � � �� ocraAbHhie?..
— I^e  nocAe^HHH cboh py6e» 
/Jep>KHT HeMeu Hbrne.

H e^Ba npocTHACB �� �
Kan 6oiiijhi �  Bocxopre 
BCA64 B340XHyAH:
— Hy, � � � � � 0
— Bee paBHO, � 	� � TepKHH.
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OT ABTOPA

«CBeTHT MeCHIJ, HOHb ACHa, 
Hapna BMiurra 40 4Ha...»

TepKHH, TepKHH, b caMOM AeAe, 
Mac HacTaA, bohhc ot6oh.
H Kax 6y4TO ycTapeAH 
ToTHac � � a mm c to6oh.

H Kan 6y4To orAymeHHMH 
B HacTynHBiueH ��	���� � 
CMOAKHyA � � neBeij CMymeHHbiH, 
rieTb npHBMKIUHH Ha BOHHe.

B tom 6e4H oco6oh HeTy: 
r ie c H H , craA O  6M T b, ^ o n e T a .  
llecHJi HOBaa HyjKHa,
4 aHTe cpoK, npH4eT OHa.

H cna3aTb xoTeA HHoe,
Moii HHTaTeAb, � pyr h 6paT,
Kan Bcer� a, nepe �  to6oio 
il, 40AJKHO 6MTb, BHHOBaT.
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BoAbine 6 Mor, 4a 6��� � �  cnexy, 
TeM, o^HaKO, 4opojKH,
� �� � CAynaAOCb, BpaA 4AH CMexy, 
HHKor^a He AraA 4AH ���� �

H, no coBecTH, nopoio 
CaM B340XHyA He pa3, He 4Ba, 
rioBTopHB CAOBa repoa,
To ecTb TepKHHa CAOBa:

? * � He t o  eme cxa3aA 6u,—  
ripo ce6a no6epery. 
ft He Tan eme cwrpaA 6hi,— 
)K aAb, h to  Aynuie He Mory».

H xoth HHbie aeiiiH 
B ro4bi Mnpa y neBija
BbiH4yT, MO>KeT 6biTb, noxAeme
9 to h  khhth  npo 6oHija,—

Mhc OHa Bcex npoanx 6oAe 
/fapora, po4Ha 40 CAe3,
Kan t o t  CHH, hto  poc He b xoAe, 
A b ro4HHy 6e4 h rp0 3 ...
C nepBbix 4Hen to4hhm ropbKOH, 
B THJKKHH Mac 3CMAH p04HOH,
He inyTH, BacHAHH TepKHH, 
n04py)KHAHCb MbI C TOOOH.

* �  3 a 6 b iT b  to to  He BnpaBe,
TeM TBoeii o6a 3aH CAaBe,
TeM �  T4e noMor �.  MHe, 
noBCTpenaBiiiHCb Ha ����� �

� 	 � Mockbm, o t CraAHHrpa4a
HeH3MeHHO TbI CO MHOH—
EoAb ��� �� ���  0Tpa4a,
OT4bIX MOH H n 04BHT moh!

9 t h  CTpOKH H CTpaHHI^bl —
/tweii h BepcT oco6biii cn eT ,
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I’d sing more, if time permitted;
But at least due notice take:
If I fibbed for fun, I never 
Merely lied for lying’s sake.

There were moments when I sadly 
Heaved a sigh, or two, or three, 
Echoing words my hero uttered, 
Letting Tyorkin speak for me:

“I would say a lot more, really,
But I’ll keep it hid from you.
I would play much better, truly —
It’s the best that I can do.”

Though in times of peace, the^poet 
May to other themes incline 
More compelling and more trenchant 
Than this soldier’s tale of mine —

Him I love above all others:
He’s my dearest child, no less,
Like a son reared not in comfort,
Bilt in times of storm and stress.

From the first days of affliction 
In the homeland’s hour of grief,
You and I, Vassili Tyorkin,
Bosom friends became for life.
I would never dare forgo you,
There is so much that I owe you,
So much that I’m grateful for 
Since we first met in the war.
Yes, from Stalingrad, from Moscow, 
With me all the way were you —
All my joy, grief, consolation,
And my deed of derring-do!

Words, lines, pages in due order 
Tell the story, day by day,
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@� MeHTaA o cymeM ny4e: 
M to 6  o t  Bbi^yM KH M oeii 
Ha BOHHe JKHByilJHM AJ0 4 HM 
Bhao, Mo>KeT 6biTb, TenAefi,

� �� � �  pa^OCTbK) HeJK^aHHOH 
Y Goiiija corpeAacb rpy^b,
Kan �� � ���  rapMoniKH 4paHOH, 
� ��  CAyHHTCH r4e-HH6y4b.

TOAKy HeT, HTO, MOJKeT CTaTbCH, 
y  rapMoniKH 3a 4yuiOH 
Becb 3anac, h to  Ha 4Ba TaHija,— 
Pa3BOpOT 3aTO 60AbUI0H.

H Tenepb, naK �������  nyuiKH, 
FIpe4noAO}KHM Hayra4,
IlycTb Hac r4e-HH6y4b b nHBHyuiKe 
BcnoMHHT nocAe TpeTbeii Kpy>KKH 
C pyKaBOM nycTUM coA4aT;

riycrb b KaKOH-HH6y4b KanTepne 
y  K y x o H H o r o  K p w A b q a  
C n a ^ cy T  b niyTKy: «9 h th ,  T e p K H H ! » — 
n P o  K aK oro-T O  G o iiija ;

n y c T b  o  T e p K H H e  n o H T eH H b m  
C naM teT BajKHO r e H e p a A ,—
� � )��  cKajKeT HenpeMeHHO,—
� 	� � Me4aAb eMy BpynaA;

nyCTb HHTaTCAb BepOHTHblH 
CKa}KeT c �������� -� �  pyne:
— B ot cthxh, a Bee iiohhtho,
Bee Ha pyccKOM H3biKe...

H 40BOAeH 6��  6bi, npaBo,
H — He rop4MH neAOBeK—
Hh Ha Hbio H Hyio CAaBy 
He CMeHio Toro bobck.
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The fact remains, however, that he was conceived and invented not just 
by myself alone, but by many people, including men of letters; but mainly 
by non-literary people and, to a considerable extent, by my correspondents. 
They took a very active part in the creation of ��������  from the very first 
chapter of the book right up to the conclusion, and even now they continue 
developing his image in various forms and along various lines.

This will become clearer as I go into the second question, which occurs 
even more frequently in my mail — “How was �������  written? Where did 
the book come from?”

“What did you use as material for it, and what served as your 
starting point?”.

“Surely the author himself was a Tyorkin?”
Such enquiries come not just from ordinary readers, but from people 

specialising in literature: college students writing theses on �������� ��������  
teachers, scholars, critics, librarians, lecturers, and so on.

I shall attempt to describe how �������  took shape.
�������� ��������  as I have already mentioned, became known to the 

reader, principally the Army reader, from 1942 on. But “Vasya Tyorkin” 
was already a familiar hame as early as 1939, at the commencement of the 
Finnish campaign. At that time, the Leningrad Military District newspaper, 
	�� D����� (��� �&�� ���������  was publishing contributions by a team of 
writers and poets: Tikhonov, Sayanov, Shcherbakov, Vashentsev, Solodar, 
and the author of these lines.

In the course of discussions with the editorial staff about the tasks and 
nature of our work as writers for an Army newspaper, we decided that 
what was needed was to start something by way of a humorous section, or 
weekly skit, written by members of the team and featuring verses and 
illustrations. And so we writers attached to the editorial office of On D����  
(����&����������  decided to find a character for a series of amusing cartoons 
with rhyming captions. He had to be a cheerful, happy-go-lucky soldier, a 
kind of rough-hewn folk figure. We tried to think of a name for him. It had 
to be a telling one, with irreverent and satirical undertones. Someone 
suggested calling our hero Vasya Tyorkin1'— Vasya, not Vassili. There 
were other suggestions: Vanya, Fedya, and so on; but Vasya won the day. 
And that is how the name was found.

The job of writing an introduction to the proposed series of skits fell to 
me. I was to give a portrait of Tyorkin, even if only in the most general 
terms, and I had to set the tone and style of our forthcoming talks to the 
reader. Previously to this, 	��D�����(����&����������  had published a short 
poem of mine, “Bivouac”, written under the immediate impression of a 
visit to a certain division. *

* From the Russian verb ���&��  (literally — to rub); suggests someone who has knocked about a 
bit.— Tr.
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Rather grim though he may look, 
This there’s no denying:
He can’t live without a joke 
Or a witty saying.

I should mention that when I became more involved with “Tyorkin” as 
he is today, I drastically altered his features, beginning with the most 
important one of all:

And this alone is enough to account for the hero’s different names: 
Vasya in the former case, and Vassili Tyorkin in the latter.

All the subsequent illustrated skits by our writers’ team bore uniform 
titles commencing with the words: “How Vasya Tyorkin...” . Here is an 
example of a complete skit, “How Vasya Tyorkin took a prisoner” :

1. Fir trees thin and snowdrifts dense; 
Tyorkin’s on reconnaissance, 
Camouflaged from head to toe
In a cloak as white as snow.

2. Tyorkin listens, Tyorkin sees —
� > « i s >

3. Tyorkin works a simple ruse.
Of his camouflage makes use; 
Burrows down and then lies low, 
Looking like a heap of snow.

4. To the Finn it looks a fine 
Prospect for a "trampoline”.
Down he swoops. He's nearly there —

5. - ■

After paying tribute to Vasya Tyorkin with one or two skits, most of his 
originators, according to inclination and opportunity, took up other work 
for the paper: one did articles on military history, another — outlines and 
sketches about life at the front, yet another — verses, and so on.

Tyorkin? Who might he be, pray? 
No need to be chary:
He’s a fellow, you might say, 
Rather ordinary....

6. And then, with no more ado. 
Marched his man to Staff HQ.
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newspaper profiles, the original, living idioms in the speech of smith Pulkin 
or airman Trusov, the jokes, the mannerisms, the idiosyncrasies of the 
other real-life characters — all had somehow failed to come off and were 
real only to me.

I was already beginning to  experiment with the verse, feeling my way 
owards beginnings, introductions, opening cadences:

... In the war across that river,
By the banks of the Syestra,
Deep in snowdrifts, many a soldier 
Won a hero’s Golden Star.
There, unsung in poem or story,
In the fir glades’ swampy hell,
Many for their country's gloiy 
Bravely fought and nobly fell....

This metre, four-foot trochaics, seemed more and more suitable for the 
poem.

Generally speaking, I think that metre should not be born of a wordless 
drone, like that of which Mayakovsky speaks, but of words themselves, of 
meaningful verbal combinations inherent in the living language. If these 
combinations happen to fit into the pattern of any of the so-called canonical 
metres, then they subordinate it to themselves, not vice versa, and take the 
form* not just of iambs or trochees (the count of stressed and unstressed 
syllabies is too conventional and abstract a measure), but of something 
entirely original — a new rhythm, as it were.

The first line of “Crossing Over”, which became the leitmotif for the 
whole chapter, was made up of “crossing over” repeated in a tone of voice 
that seemed to presage everything implied in the words:

Crossing over, crossing over...
I spent so long reflecting on and visualising, in all its reality, the episode 

of a crossing which cost many lives and enormous moral and physical 
effort, and which has probably impressed itself for all time on the 
memories of those who took part in it— I had so “lived” the experience, 
that I suddenly found myself uttering this exclamation which was also a 
sigh:

Crossing over, crossing over...
And I “believed” in it. I felt that it could not be said in any other way, 

containing, as it did, all that it signified: battle, blood, losses, the deadly 
night cold, and the great courage of men going to their deaths for the 
Motherland.

There is, of course, absolutely nothing original about this, and the 
repetition of a word in the opening lines has been, and still is, widely used 
in oral and written poetry.

For me, however, it was a revelation. A line had come into being and I 
could no longer do.without it. I did not care whether it was in trochees or
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... Vassili Tyorkin comes from the “element” of contemporary 

quasi-folklore represented by the newspaper and notice-board skit, the 
repertoire of the variety stage, the chastushka, the comic song, doggerel, and 
the like. It has now given birth to much similar material as used in the 
newspapers, special publications, variety, and eveiyday speech. It is, in fact, 
returning to its origins. And in this sense, “A Book About A Soldier”, as I 
have already mentioned, is not so much my own work as the result of 
collective authorship.

After Tyorkin the Army college trainee, we have Tyorkin the 
anti-aircraft gunner; Tyorkin demobilised and going to the Bratsk 
Hydroelectric Project; Tyorkin in the electric forge shop, Tyorkin on 
virgin soil, Tyorkin the civil policeman.... He acquired “sons” and 
“nephews". The years pass, and even our hero’s age, in conformity with 
the interests of the younger generation of readers, undergoes 
the appropriate “adjustment”. The collective “sequel” to Tyorkin 
can only please me and inspire a feeling of affinity with my numerous 
collaborators.

As for my own share of the work, I consider that it is now finished. In 
no way am I upset about this, as the original author. On the contraiy, I 
am very pleased. I had the good fortune in my time to work 
on the development of Tyorkin’s image, which has become, as the 
written and spoken reactions of the reading public confirm, fairly 
popular.

But, of course, I feel veiy differently about one particular instance of a 
“sequel” to “A Book About A Soldier”, written out of motives profoundly 
alien to the image of Tyorkin and in a manner bearing not even the 
remotest resemblance to the universally accepted ideas of what constitutes 
the literary profession.

I refer to the publication in New York of a book written by a certain 
S. Yurasov and entitled Vassili Tyorkin After the War, with the subsequent 
qualification in brackets, “After A. Tvardovsky”. This “collaborator” is no 
naive beginner and his work is no guileless “effort of the pen”. He is 
credited on the jacket of this book with an autobiographical novel, An 
Enemy of the People, which tells the story of “Soviet Major Fyodor Panin who 
decided to break with Bolshevism and become an emigre”.

Yurasov pretends that he has taken quite literally what I said in “A 
Reply to the Reader”, to the effect that “A Book About A Soldier” is, in a 
sense, not my own personal creation but the result of collective authorship. 
And this is what he writes:

“Part of Vassili Tyorkin After the War is based on what I heard in the 
Army and in the Soviet Union. Some passages in this part coincide with 
individual passages in A. Tvardovsky’s book, but have an entirely different 
meaning. It would be hard to say which ones are imitations of the poet in 
anonymous Tyorkins and which belong to folklore and were used by A. 
Tvardovsky.”



�##
“It may be said," continues Yurasov, “that �������� ��������  as he lives 

and is being created to this day in the depths of the Army and the people, is 
a free popular work of creative art.”

Having presented his case in this wise, Yurasov takes upon himself the 
right to full “licence” in handling the text of my �������� �������4

We open the book at page one:
If the stream bears you along,
Celebrate that stream in song....

From the first days of affliction,
In the homeland’s hour of grief.
You and I, Vassili Tyorkin,
Bosom friends became for life.

But I never had a notion 
Just how famous you’d become,
Or how everyone would like you 
And you’d wm the hearts of some.

And so on, line after line, all correctly “after Tvardovsky”, except that, 
for instance, the line “From the first days of affliction” has been replaced 
with the clumsy-sounding “From wartime’s days of affliction”, and “But I 
never had a notion” with “But nobody had an inkling” and so on up to 
page three where, after my “Did his luck change after all?", there is 
suddenly a stanza invented purely by Yurasov:

Been sent off to prison, maybe;
Tyorkins these days are oppressed.
Yes, in Forty-Five, they say he 
Made a bid to reach the West.

This scurrilous attempt by Yurasov to equate, even if hypothetically, a 
decent Soviet soldier and hero with his own contemptible history as 
defector and traitor to his homeland can naturally evoke nothing but a 
revulsion which makes it impossible to dwell on all the tricks used in this 
unscrupulous falsification.

It’s crude stuff. What might be called the technical aspect of Tyorkin’s 
hand-to-hand combat with a German has been taken from the chapter 
entitled "The Duel”, and various lines and stanzas have been somehow 
transposed to present the incident as a hand-to-hand tight between 
Tyorkin and a policeman. Compared to this, the car-thieves’ practice of 
respraying a stolen vehicle and changing the number plates seems 
positively honourable.

Yurasov “quotes” stanzas, periods and whole pages of mine; but 
nowhere does he use inverted commas, assuming that his additions and 
substitutions give him the right to make what use he likes, in pursuit of his 
anti-Soviet ends, of the well-known and oft reprinted text of the Soviet 
book. It is a telling fact that this man, who has gone over to the “service” of
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